First Semester Study Guide

for

Reading, Spelling and Grammar

2017 -2018

First Nine Week Period

Reading Unit 1

Week 1 “Iris and Walter”

Reading Skill – character, setting, main idea and details, predicting

Vocabulary - country, amazing, someone, somewhere, meadow, beautiful, front, friend, ladder

Spelling - Short vowels

1. drum

8. sack

15. engine

2. rock

9. tag

16. somewhere

3. list

10. rib

17. country

4. desk

11. mess

18. meadow

5. job

12. dust

19. front

6. sad

13. pocket

20. someone

7. chop

14. lettuce



Grammar Skill - Sentences

A sentence is a group of words that tells a complete idea. The words are in an order that makes sense. A sentence begins with a capital letter. Many sentences end with a period (.).

Vocabulary 

country – a place where people live outside of a city or town

meadow – a piece of grassy land

amazing – wonderful or surprising

someone – somebody

somewhere – anywhere

ladder – a set of steps with two sides and rungs

beautiful – very pretty, lovely to look at

front – the side facing forward

friend – someone you like and feel close to

Week 2 "Exploring Space with an Astronaut"

Reading Skill – predicting, author’s purpose, main idea, details

Vocabulary – everywhere, machines, telescope, shuttle, world, gravity, astronaut, experiment

Spelling - Long vowels - CVCe

1. tune

8. late

15. confuse



2. page

9. cube

16. everywhere

3. nose

10. blaze

17. world

4. space

11. home

18. machines

5. size

12. vote

19. telescope

6. fine

13. erase

20. shuttle

7. mice

14. spice



Grammar Skill - Identify subjects

The subject of a sentence tells who or what does something.

Vocabulary

everywhere - in every place

telescope – an instrument that makes things far away appear to be close

machines - something that is built to do a job

shuttle – a vehicle that carries astronauts into space

world - the place where everyone lives

astronaut – a person who goes into space

experiment – a test to find out something

gravity – the natural force that makes everything on Earth move toward it

Week 3 “Henry and Mudge and the Starry Night”

Reading Skill – character, setting, real/fantasy, synonyms

Vocabulary – bear, build, couldn’t, father, mother, straight, love, shivered, drooled, lanterns, snuggled 

Spelling – Consonant blends (two or more letters whose sounds are blended together)

1. stop

8. stream

15. bear

2. strap

9. mask

16. build

3. nest

10. twin

17. couldn’t

4. hand

11. breeze

18. father

5. brave

12. state

19. mother

6. ask

13. browse 
20. straight

7. clip

14. skeleton



Grammar Skill - Identify predicates

The predicate tells what the subject of a sentence does or is

Vocabulary

bear – a large, strong animal with thick fur and strong claws

mother – a woman who has a son or daughter

father – a man who has a son or daughter

straight – having no curves or turns

couldn’t – a short way to write could not, unable to do something 

build – to make or put together

love – to feel affection for or to adore

shivered – shook with fear

drooled – let saliva run from the mouth

lanterns – lights inside containers that can be carried

snuggled – cuddled together

Week 4 "A Walk in the Desert"

Reading Skill- main idea, details, compare and contrast

Vocabulary – climate, cactus, harsh, desert, coyote

Spelling - Inflected Endings –s, -ed, -ing

1. talked

8. lifting

15. danced

2. talking

9. hugged

16. climate

3. dropped

10. hugging

17. cactus

4. dropping
11, smiled

18. harsh

5. excited

12. smiling

19. desert

6. exciting

13. dragging
20. coyote

7. lifted

14. amazed


Grammar Skill - Identify statements and questions

A statement is a sentence that tells something. A statement ends with a period (.). A question is a sentence that asks something. A question ends with a question mark (?). All statements and questions begin with a capital letter.

Vocabulary

desert – a part of land that is sandy and without much water

harsh – very rough

climate – the kind of weather a place has

cactus – a plant with spines instead of leaves that grows in hot, dry places

coyote – a small animal like a wolf

Week 5 “The Strongest One”

Reading Skill- real/fantasy, character, setting, synonyms

Vocabulary – gnaws, often, though, together, dangerous, narrator, relatives

Spelling - Consonant digraphs: ch, th, tch, wh, sh

1. bunch

8. them

15. shrimp



2. that

9. shape

16. gnaws

3. wish

10. whale

17. dangerous

4. patch

11. itch

18. often

5. when

12. chase

19. together

6. what

13. whiskers
20. though

7. math

14. switch



Grammar Skill - Commands and Exclamations

A command is a sentence that tells someone to do something. It ends with a period (.). An exclamation is a sentence that shows surprise or strong feelings. It ends with an exclamation mark (!)

Vocabulary

gnaws – bites at and tears away

though – in spite of, regardless

dangerous – not safe

together – with one another

often – time after time, frequently

narrator – the person who tells a story

relatives – people in the same family

Week 6  Review Week

Unit 1 Reading, vocabulary, skills, and fresh read comprehension test

There will not be a Spelling Test this week

Unit 1 Study Guide for Reading Skills Test

The following skills will be assessed on the Unit 1 Reading Test.

· Fresh read comprehension (based on short stories presented on the test)

· Reality/fantasy

· Main idea and details

· Consonant blends and digraphs, beginning and ending sounds

· Adding –s, -ed, -ing (sometimes double the consonant, sometimes drop the e)

· Characterization traits (happy, sad, scared, lonely, etc.)

· Setting (where and when the story takes place)

· Rhyming words

· Vocabulary words from the unit stories we read and discussed each week in class

These skills will be reviewed and discussed in class prior to the test.

Reading Unit 2

Week 7

 “Tara and Tiree, Fearless Friends”

Reading Skill – sequence, predicting, character, setting

Vocabulary – break, family, heard, listen, once, pull, collar, brave

Spelling – r-controlled vowels ar, or, ore

1. part

8. farm

15. morning

2. hard

9. porch

16. break

3. born

10. corn

17. family

4. horse

11. chore

18. heard

5. before

12. score

19. listen

6. more

13. cardinal
20. once

7. smart

14. therefore
21. pull


Grammar Skill – Identify Nouns

A noun names a person, place, animal or thing.

Vocabulary

break – to crack open

family – people (sometimes animals) who are related or live together in the same house

heard – listened, became aware of something

listen – to try to hear something

once – one time, or very quickly (at once)

pull – to tug at or draw out

collar – a band that a dog wears around its neck

brave – showing no fear of dangerous things

Week 8

"Ronald Morgan Goes to Bat"

Reading Skill – real/fantasy, prior knowledge, sequence

Vocabulary – certainly, either, great, laugh, second, worst, clutched, terrific, spirit

Spelling – Contractions 

1. I’ll


8. she’s

15. where’s



2. wasn’t

9. we’ll

16. certainly

3. it’s

10. isn’t

17. either

4. he’s

11. hasn’t

18. great

5. I’m

12. hadn’t

19. laugh

6. didn’t

13. wouldn’t
20. second

7. who’s

14. shouldn’t
21. worst



Grammar Skill –Proper nouns

Proper nouns are special names for people, places, animals and things. They begin with capital letters.

Vocabulary

certainly – definitely, surely

either – one or the other

great – very good, successful

laugh – to show humor or amusement

second – coming after the first thing

worst – not good at doing something

clutched – held tightly

terrific – very good

spirit – energy: liveliness

Second Nine Week Period

Week 1

“Turtle’s Race with Beaver”

Reading Skill- sequence, summarize, real/fantasy

Vocabulary – above, ago, enough, toward, whole, word, buried, dam, lodge, challenge, halfway, embarrassed

Spelling – r-controlled vowels er, ir, ur


1. her

8. curb

15. perfect

2. person

9. curl

16. above

3. nurse

10. skirt

17. ago

4. dirt

11. purse

18. enough

5. turn

12. turtle

19. toward

6. birth 

13. hamburger
20. whole

7. serve

14. surface
21. word

Grammar Skill – Identify singular and plural nouns 

A singular noun names one person, place, animal or thing. A noun that names more than one person, place, animal or thing is called a plural noun. Add –s to most nouns to show more than one. 

Vocabulary

above – on top of

ago – in the past

toward – in the direction of

whole – entire, all of something

enough – the right amount

word – something people say

buried – covered

dam – something that blocks the flow of water

lodge – a beaver’s den or home

challenge – to invite someone to take part in a game or argument

halfway – in the middle

embarrassed – uncomfortable or ashamed

Week 2













"The Bremen Town Musicians"

Reading Skill- author’s purpose, story structure, real/fantasy

Vocabulary – bought, people, pleasant, probably, scared, shall, sign, mill, musician, excitement, robbers, monsters

Spelling - Plurals

1. note

8. tunes

15. centuries
22. sign

2. notes

9. switch

16. bought

3. lunch

10. switches
17. people

4. lunches  
11. baby

18. pleasant

5. story

12. babies

19. probably

6. stories

13. crumbs 
20. scared

7. tune

14. supplies
21. shall

Grammar Skill - Identify plural nouns that change spelling.

A noun that names more than one person, place, animal or thing is called a plural noun. Some nouns change spelling to name more than one.

Vocabulary

bought – paid for something

people – humans

pleasant – enjoyable, pleasing

probably – most likely

scared – afraid

shall – will

sign – something which tells the name of a street or town

mill – building where grain is crushed into flour

musician – someone who plays music

excitement – feeling of being very happy

robbers – people who take something that doesn’t belong to them

monsters – scary creatures

Week 3

“A Turkey for Thanksgiving”

Reading Skill- draw conclusions, visualize, author’s purpose

Vocabulary – behind, brought, door, everybody, minute, promise, sorry

Spelling – Long a: spelled ai, ay

1. tail

         8. brain

15. raisin

22. sorry

2. main

9. paint

16. behind

3. wait

10. stay

17. brought

4. say

11. today

18. door

5. away

12. tray

19. everybody

6. play

13. holiday
         20. minute

7. raise

14. daily

21. promise

Grammar Skill – Identify possessive nouns

A noun that shows who or what owns something is called a possessive noun. To show ownership, add an apostrophe (‘) and –s when the noun is singular. Add just an apostrophe (‘) when the noun is plural.

Vocabulary

behind – in back of something

brought – took along with someone or something

door – the entrance or exit to a house

everybody – including all

minute – at this time, right now

promise – a vow, to assure that you will or won’t do something

sorry – to regret something, to apologize

Week 4  

Review week

Unit 2 Reading, Vocabulary, Skills and Fresh read Comprehension Test

There will not be a Spelling Test this week.

Unit 2 Study Guide for Reading Skills Test

The following skills will be assessed on the Unit 1 Reading Test.

· Setting (where and when the story takes place)

· Reality/fantasy

· Drawing conclusions

· Sequence

· Characterization

· Author’s purpose – authors write to entertain, to inform, to describe something or to persuade

· Fresh read comprehension (based on short stories presented on the test)

· Vocabulary words from the stories read and discussed in class each week

· Plurals, changing y to i, adding es

· R-controlled vowels

· Contractions

· Long vowels

These skills will be reviewed and discussed in class prior to the test.

Reading Unit 3

Week 5

“Pearl and Wagner: Two Good Friends”

Reading Skill-author’s purpose, story structure, sequence, antonyms

Vocabulary – guess, pretty, science, shoe, village, watch, won, robot, wad, trash, electricity

Spelling – Long e: spelled ee, ea, y

1. read

8. leave

15. eagle

22. won

2. feel

9. windy

16. guess




3. easy

10. sleep

17. pretty

4. deep

11. teeth

18. science


5. seat

12. team

19. shoe

6. party

13. wreath

20. village

7. wheel
14. season

21. watch

Grammar Skill – Identify verbs

A word that shows action is called a verb.

Vocabulary

science – something that may be studied and learned

guess – suppose

pretty – pleasing appearance, amount of something

shoe – foot cover

won – to do the best in a contest 

village – a small area of house

watch – to observe

robot – machine with moving parts that is controlled by a computer

wad – a round lump

trash – something of little use

electricity – energy that makes light, heat, motion, or force

Week 6

“Dear Juno”

Reading Skill – draw conclusions, visualize, author’s purpose

Vocabulary – answer, company, faraway, parents, picture, school, wash, persimmons, smudged, envelope, photograph

Spelling – Long o: spelled o, oa, ow



1. goat

8. ago
        15. hollow

22. wash

2. hold

9. open

16. answer

3. show

10. told

17. company

4. most

11. toad

18. faraway

5. bowl

12. slow

19. parents

6. float

13. almost

20. picture

7. toast

14. throat

21. school

Grammar Skill – Identify verbs with plural and singular nouns

Add -s to a verb to tell what one person, animal or thing does. Do not add –s to a verb that tells what two or more people, animals, or things do.

Vocabulary

picture – an image of someone or something

wash – to clean with soap and water

company – visitors

school – a place for learning

answer – response

parents – caregivers of children

faraway – a great distance

persimmons – yellow and orange-colored sweet fruits that are like plums

smudged – smeared or marked with dirty streaks

envelope – paper sleeve that is used to hold a letter

photograph – picture taken with a camera

Week 7

“Anansi Goes Fishing” 

Reading Skill – cause and effect, draw conclusions

Vocabulary – been, caught, finally, today, tomorrow, whatever

Spelling Skill – Compound words 

1. basketball

8. backyard
15. earthquake
22.whatever

2. someone

9. driveway
16. been

3. weekend

10. bedtime
17. caught

4. something

11. raindrop
18. finally

5. birthday

12. mailbox
19. today

6. riverbank

13. grandparent 20. grandparent

7. bathtub
 
14. rattlesnake
21. tomorrow

Grammar Skill – Identify verbs for past, present, and future. A verb that ends in –s tells about now. A verb that ends in –ed tells about the past. The word will before a verb tells about the future.

Vocabulary

today – this day

believe – to think that something is true

finally – at last

caught – captured

whatever – anything or everything

been – done in the past (have or has been)

tomorrow – the next day

lazy – not liking to work or be active

weave – form threads into cloth or web or to make straw into hats or baskets

delicious – something that tastes really good

justice – something that is fair and right

Week 8   “Rosa and Blanca”

Reading Skill –Theme, plot, predicting, cause and effect 

Vocabulary – alone, buy, daughters, half, many, their, youngest

Spelling Skill – Long i: spelled i, igh, y 

1. find

8. flight

15. identify

22. youngest

2. child

9. spider

16. alone

3. sky

10. cry

17. buy

4. bright
11. blind

18. daughters

5. wild

12. myself

19. half

6. fly

13. frighten
20. many

7.  right
14. arrival

21. their

Grammar Skill – Identify verbs for past, present, future. A verb that ends in –s tells about now. A verb that ends in –ed tells about the past. The word will before a verb tells about the future.

Vocabulary

their – belonging to

buy – to purchase

youngest – the least in age

alone – by oneself

many – large numbers of persons or things

half – one of two equal parts

daughters – girl children

tortillas – thin, round cakes made of corn meat that are served hot

luckiest – having more luck and good fortune that anyone else

chiles – a hot pepper that is used as seasoning

Week 9

“A Weed is a Flower” 

Reading Skill – Cause and effect

Vocabulary – clothes, hours, money, neighbor, only, question, taught, college, agriculture, laboratory, greenhouse

Spelling Skill – Comparative endings: -er, -est 

1. sooner

8. happiest
        15. straighter
    22. question

2. soonest

9. smaller
        16. straightest       23. taught 

3. hotter

10. smallest
17. clothes

4. hottest

11. fatter

18. hours


5. busier

12. fattest 
19. money

6. busiest

13. angrier
         20. neighbor

7. happier

14. angriest
21. only

Grammar Skill – Identify the verbs am, is, are, was, and were

The verbs am, is, and are tell about now. The verbs was and were tell about the past. Use the verbs am, is, and was to tell about one person, place, or thing. Use the verbs are and were to tell about more than one.

 “A Weed is a Flower” vocabulary

only – alone, nothing else

money – a means of payment

neighbor – someone who lives near you

question – something asked to get information

clothes – things you wear

hours – an amount of time

taught – instructed, the past tense of teach

college – a school of learning to attend after high school

agriculture – of or about farming

laboratory – a place where tests and experiments are done

greenhouse – building with glass or plastic sides where plants are kept warm

